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Ty alerrost cols 


ing of the Redeemer, The Great Antiphois, whic 
with the feast of Our Lady's Expectation anid tis octave, express 
the longing of the people of God fur ihe Messias. Such should he 
the atritude of the priest, officially depute to pray im the mame 
of the Church, As he repeats those beautiinl invocations: "O 
Wisdom ©... QO Sin of justice 2. © Ring uf tations ©. . come 
and teach ns... come and rede as... tury now 1d mere, 
his heart shotld be stirred to its depehs with the desire ts fing 
salyation to the world of today which is beset with sin and amhappi- 


tess Just as much as ehe workd imo which Christ was beri, Gis 
the truth amd the grace of Jesus Clirise can rei 
tions that oppress mankind today: Lat unfurtunatery there are se 
many who will not torn to Christ, believing in their pride thal hey 
can solve the problesis that harrass the fumuan race. Heenuse uf 
(his deplorable situation the priest amuist strive afl the dore 7 
ously to bring light and fivaling: and curafert to é 

victims of ignorance and sin ancl misery 


eddy the sae conti- 


se who ate Uw 


y 
Rach Ciristizis, te the 
sol of every priest, privileged to raise the Imunacilate Host alot 
thrice, come divine graces in rich aburdance, 1 sliviuli de bis ford- 
est wish to be the instrument of sintilqe divine graces dar all these 
who are committed to his priestly solicitude. This lie will he esabled 
to do most effectively if he endeavors ta imitate the faith anil the 
Jove of Mary in her expectation of the Girth of her Divine Son. 


Franets J. Connere, CSSR. 


The Catholic University of America 
Washington, D.C, 


ConcGr FKGATIONAL SING: NG 


We... exhort you, Venerable Brethren, to promote with care con 
gregational singing, ancl ta sve two its accurate execution with all due 
dignity, since it ensily stirs up ane arenses (he faith asd piety ar tare 
gatherings of the faithfal Let the full harmenions singime of aur 
people rise to heaven like the bursting of a thunderous sea anc Jet 
them testify by the melody of their song te rhe unity of their hearts 
ad minds. as hecomes Lrothers ant the children of the same Father. 


--Pope Pins XPLoan Afatiator Met, Nay, Qu, M4F 
CNCWE? teaaslalinn, o 54. 


CATHOLIC ORIENTATIONS ON CiiURCH 


AND STATE 


by navy wall aaedre of eerbiia ew 


Readers of this Reoved 
“orientations i cantemmparary (Wathedie theughe on Chaureh and 
ware intent upod a major revision 


ge these wy 


state," prevalent ani 
ving | the subject. “Va support its 


of the older aad stricter te 
position, this school of thotybt on Chiurch-state relariens Tuuuires 
aucueWwhiel inagisteriaily - aug autre 


my wiviors hy a kind of coup d'etre, 


and endeavors mm dprst 
wotion Of the giate (ila see 
as it were). From ihe tame of the polemic in beludf of such views 
andl i particular the afure- 


one could yet the jimpressian that these 
said conception Gf ibe state, are endersd by the ablest madern 


Catholic experts in the suciglogical and other pertinent Acids, and 
vent Pipes. 


van even claim a basis i tle teachings of the mere 
It may therefore prove enlightening ds review wie of 
Whust authoritative treatanents ef questions relevant ta the present 


tli: latest ari 


controversy, by at internationally rennwoed expert in the social 
sciences and in socia-palitical philosophy, one, moreaver, whase: 
knowledge of papal teachings aud whose sensitivity to their Hiest 
nuances are undisputed. 

This authority is Fr. Oswald von Net-iyreuning, 5.J., one of the 
editorst of, and ecblief coutributor to, the new lextcon, Beitrage su 
einem Ue arterbuch der Politik, uow in Course of publication? As to. 
this work, its tile indicates amd its publisher and ectitors modestly 
avew that it is but a preparation for seme fitnre comprehensive er- 


cyclopecia of the sectal sciences and sncic-political phitosaphy. In 
tr, the Bettrage thus 


the judginent of canrpetent revicawers, howe 
far published already constitates an imposing work and realizes the 
laces, of achieving a lexi- 


iim, stated in publisher's and editorial pr 
ven whieh would be sctendficaliy up lo clate and fathinily responsive 


wish Ur, Flermann Sacher, him- 


THe shares vhe miin edisrial burden 
Aisa 


af ibe fourt ace Afth eilitiais 


iste 


self enlitua wb the aedlebavaten 92 
vl che Ginercespese) lsuba ft, 

* Predlerg-im-Beo: ierder, PM? fe The Midluwing pacis (2 efte? have 
appeared vo dates bo 'Chieisti Veaching an Society (19474: (11. “Christian 
Teaching on the State FED: IPF, oThe Social Question” ¢t948)5 T¥, 
“Phe dupe Order (3d, WG, “Wuman' 9 > OV, “Systerns ut 
Social Griler,." Faseicle ls A-f. (19514, 
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to the teachings and directives of the Popes, past and presest.* 
All in all, this new publication provides further reason ta rejoice 
that the “Verlag Herder” has been alle ta carry on despite the 
ravages of World War TI, and to sahize it on tts JAUth anniversary. 
Our interest Hes with Fr. v. Nel!-Hreuning's teachings in the 
course of Parts 1, It, II], and Vet, msofar as they bear ove 
issues of the current Churcli-state discussion, Frei the following 
outfine of some of these teachings, the reader inay he able to glee 
that the Church-state “prientattens" of the [er German Jest 
are not those of the new schol, thar he uphouls the eder doctrine 
on the subject, he it as to the concept of the stare, be it as to the 
contention that, fer se, the state should be a “Catholic state.” Twn 
rubrics suffice to guide our review: “The Stare” aud “Phe Lay 

State.” 


THe Stare 


What is the state? We have heard an answer frat the new 
scheol, Its tenor is that one may no longer, with scholastic writers, 
define the state as socigias naturalis, perfecta, completa, as socivtas 
ctvilis (— politica) perfecta,® or with them identity the state with 


43 See, for example, Heinrich Rommen’s extensive re vin Pheafagat 
Studies, XT (1950), 652-58, on Parts I-IV. A brief appraisal hy E. Weity. 
O.P., Herders Soztaikatechisnms (Fretburg-im-Br.: Herder, 1991 3, E 
305, describes the work as an excellent achievement, clistiuezuisiied by deep 
and comprehensive knowledge both of fuadamental principles and o€ moder 
conditions, views, and tendencies; by great familizrity with the Cluistian 
teaching on society, especially with the encycticals and other utterances af 
the Popes; by a courageous tackling of all, imeluding the difheuit and 
delicate, questions of the day. 

4In this connection it is fitting to mention the richly informative annt- 
versary-supplement of the fferder-Kearrespondenz: £. Beitett, £ Jahegaey. 


Sept. 1951. 

4A “natural” society—one springing from human tature; "perfect"-—Le, 
self-sufficient and independestt in its owt order, possessing i and hy itself 
all the resources and means oerdful for its awn webs “complete’--iec., having 
an cud complete and supreme in tts own order. Bor fuller explanation, see 
ihe inanuats of Ethics, Public Church Law, Ecclestuloyy, ete. Not infre- 
quenrty, “complete” is omitted from the definition, in which case “perfect” 
docs duuble duty. 

SCE J. Gienechea, S.J., Principia turts potitiel, 2 vols. (Rome: Gregorian 
University, 1958-39), [. 20 f£.; ef. also 131 ff. 


Hy 


ORIFNTATIONS ON CHURCH AND 


Por, it In niatabitned, yan rayist 


the body politic, politicu] 5 


distinguish—and the distiueti ix Jong overdue fo Catticlic 


mantals—tlu state frazn the buckle politics? the state is rather “that 


) 


particular subsidiary functional orparization of the hu: 


whose special funetion regards the good of the wholes "a sel al 
institutions Combined juta a comples ageney of saviai control an! 
public service.” “a rational force criploye:d by the bey politie in 
the service of itself as a dody.. 
ag to the anne of at feast some repre- 


voopsalthis, 


Sueli is the state avcurd 
sentatives of the new selooi.® Wri they have os uwlerstand teet 
the state shonict have Leen thus conceived all alowe, or is it thar rhe 
state has underyone a chanye im its very essence? Phe ieport o: 
this question, the reason for asking it, and perbaps its answer, will 
come to light in the next paragvaphs, as we begin pnr stucly of Fi. 
y. Netl-Bretming's thought on the stale. 

What is the stale, acearding to Irv. vy. Nelt-breuning ? Te is nm- 
portant to note that he himself insists on a more precisely forma- 
lated question: “What is the supru-icmporul essence of the state?" 
--as distinct from: “What is the character of (say) the aledern 
state ?’"* For, as he points mut.’" the idva of the state, the state in the 
purity and perfection of its idea, and the actual reafity of states, 
these are two things not to be confused, The idea of the state trans~ 
cends time and place, is (objectively) everywhere and always one 
and the same; it can be known anere distinctly and clearly, or it can 
he nitsconstrued and distorted, but it itself is unmune toa change. 
Se long as hutnar iature remains one anc the same, the “natural" 
societies, family and state, remain in their essence one and the 
sane; the varied concrete states kuown to )istary and to the pres- 
ent are hut more or less impertect expressions of the one and 
unalterable idea of the state. Que author brings out the same point 
elsewhere, as when he declares that according ta Christian social 


27 Whence it is now forbickien to speak. as reputeble anthors have spoken, 
of the state as the “body politic of a peapie”; aud there is a further reason 
far the prohibition—in the new school the “body politic'’’ and the “people’ 
are one and ti satne thou. 

ACH AER, CXXIV, 5 (May, 1951), 3H nate G6: 34], note IT]; 344, note 
14; see also America, LAX XY, 11 (Jane 16, 1951), 294, Presently we shall 
meet similar ideas in the thought of a Eurepean Jearler of the new school. 


CL BWP, IV, 3 (== Beitriige ... . ifeft, Vi, col. 3). 


10 Fhid., cal. 10, under the ruhric, "Staatsidee unc Staatswirklichkez.” 
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philosophy We state has its foundation in luiman nature, whence 
its essence and essential meaning and purpose 
arbitrary human decison?! 


re withdra 


Such eniphasis on ats immutable essence of the 
opportuue and weltome. It is clear that Kr. v. Nelt-lireuning wor 
net bokd with Canen Jacques Eeclerog. a European Ieader of che 
new school Chis Choughe an Churcit state piuhlems has sat | 
> the Tat 


snciologist ts of the felfawing musi: 


The modern stuie is sonwethang esxsentielly——iuid therewith alse sn 


ceptually—ed cnt from the aneient smite, fromm the moyciewal state er 
thar of the 17th cettury. 2. Demneracy ait stile ive soccelogical, not 
philosophical categortes, that ip, they stund in the street fn, nel in 
the woarkl or gdyast .., 

The trusternuition of the state in our cay does fat enbrace only 
the constitution, the forms ef gavertiment. the meusure af stele cater 
vention. The role of the state in suciety as a whole, its veltion te the 
citizens, and to Ge other societies they constitute, has clmagel. The 
essence of the state has become finid (Das Mesen des Stacees cot in 
Pluss geraten), and therefore the concept of the state classic in Catholic 
philosophy is, along with all the conelusians one draws therefront, 10 
fonger pertinent Crit aiete weAr ins Sehiwarers, .. . The state is 
evolying more and more inty an institstian For tecluical services, ane 
state office-holders are bucuuiutys techmical furstionaries... . Hence, 
umiler present concdetions, ane above all acer these cf the foreseeable 


VAP, 1, 49, Worth remarking. yeriaps, is Fro. Nell-Hresraug’s re- 
peated use of “essence of the state.” which sinevs a calar disregard tor the 
possibility that some miglt find this ur related expressions glib, and tending 
to comme a transference of the state inte the urcer of subslance 

12 Cy. Jacques Jeclerce w State @i demani’ ia che tratian peridical 
Hamanitas, 1950, §, 38-67. The present writer hes uot seen the article itseli, 
fede, “Wotni 


hut es rélying om the extensive ahscrmé given dm tue iusto 


tceitht die Ikntwicklong des minlergen Stages 2° fferdier-Naree spat 
JO (duly, 1503, 404 ff The fatter article, aire 
es einen Wesensbegrif! von Staat 2?" edlers in anss 


asking the question, “Cat 


er a Sree st 


the Tas thinset ow 
ies several inst 
have reported the views of the auw schoo) with evident pr 
since the same sympathy fs rquaily ubyious a ihe article 
may reasonably suppose that the latter is a daithdsl rettectian 
ties aruele. 


stilwart 


iasies our the fie 
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future, the state is no Songer what the Scholastics viewed it to be, the 
highest and most thorough (iafensivste, ie. camplete) natural com- 
munity, the soctetas comtpicta, it is, instead, pre-eminentiy a technical 
apparatus, used by a multitude of human individeals and camruunities, 


sucieties, to realize their ends... .1* 


Worth pointing out here are the different ways in which the above 
ool. For one thing, if the 


views can he exploited by the new 
state is subject to change in its very essence. then, contrary ta the 
older and conservative teaching, there can be ne perennially valid 
lormnulation of what, per se, should be the relations between Church 


and state.\4 


Then further, if thts “coup d’ttat™ of “the-state-is- (purely )-a- 
sociotogical-not-philosephical-catcgory” cannot be brought off, or 
if it seems toa bold, all is not yet dost. For, the ovurthraw of the 
traditional teaching on Cherch-state relations can still he altempted 
by vet another “coup d'état.” One can, nainely, lake the line that, 
anyway, the state is (whether i was always this, or whether it just 
got that way, these questions can he left ap in the air’?) an institu- 
tion for technical services, a technical apparatus (or, if yo will, a 
“subsidiary functional organization of the boty politic... ,” “a set 
of institutions combined into a complex agency of social control 
and public service’). For, if this is the state, purely a technical 
apparatus, then obviously it is not within the competence of the 
state to choose between the churches, or te support the truth and 
moral values—to judge as to these things no more betongs to the 
state than it does to any other technical administration or adminis- 
trative apparatus, ‘lo be sure, the state wonkl, in a sense, owe sotne 
measure of material assistance to that which is the trae Clirch: 
not, however, because it is the true Church (for of this the slate 
“knows nothing”), but rather and simply because its members. 


1 Herder-Koarruspondenz, TV, 10 (duly, 1950), 467, under the rubric: 
“Woandel des Staatshegrtils notwendrg.” 

\@ Compare the article jest cited, p. 467, 

This much, at any tate, scents clear from AER, CXXIV, 5 (May, 
1951}, 330, note 6: We are tn take it that the state-not-body-pevittc-but-set- 
of-instituttons was a fact in the days of Lea KUL. For the nete euds with 
the reflection that it was not necessary for the Pupe, it his atgument with 
Continental Liberalism, 10 observe this nicety of political vocabulary, 
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constitute a notable group of eitizens whu. as such, have sore 
claing wpon the services of the teclniral apparatus, the state, to 
ward the realization of their ends. And. fur the same reason, the 
state would owe similar vssistunce tu the religieiis savieties uf utler 
citizens.** 

Thus, in one way or the other, div the new views 
ely. buiwever, suet 


asta the stats 


come to the reseue of the new school. Witertiuri 
Prov. Nell-Lreanirg. 


views find no confirmation in the teaching 
For him, as has Leen seen, there is sucli a iting as @ stypri-tery 
perai, immutable, essence of the state. Arad. is we aicay come te say, 
when be undertakes to deline it, when he sceks 19 iormulate the 
state in the purity auch perfection af its dcteal be scizes nus the 
Scholastic definition of old. “as Appoasite as it in concise’; sacdekes 
naturalts, perfect, campicta.? 


His appended explanation of tha delinitirn nity ‘We pitasedl aver, 
before 


since it accords with the usual one of tie Schalastics.!§ J 
we move on te other matters, one remark wifk not be amiss. Secing 
that here and elsewhere it is “ihe siate” that My. v. Nell-Dreuning 
terms a natural society, one deriving from hus miture and there- 
fore fram God, the author of huraan niture, we may conclude that 
he would greet the assertion, “the state is a creature of God," asa 


16 Compare Herder-Korrespondenz, 1V, '0 (luly, 1950), 467 

'7 RIP, IL, 4; this definition recurs again inal agin, as in AW, 1, 4, au. 
in this detnition of the state our author is faithful ro the language vf the 
Popes, who still refer to “the state’ in terms auf “a perieet socicty'—and 
widered to have been 


this on oceasiongs when they miay reasonably be ¢ 
observing “the niccies uf politcal vocabulary.’ Thus, fer example. Pope 
Pius XIf, in his Allocutions ta the Raman Kata, Out. 2, 144, and Oce. 2% 
1047: AIS, XXXVI {1944}, 280 (Fra Chivsa ¢ 8 
nella menzionata Eneichvca sul Corpa mises di Crista, sebbene ambedue 
stano nel pieno signilcata della pargle suciell pertette. vi & tuttavia una 
profonda differenza’); AAS, XXNIN (19471, 404 ('Chi vaiesse inteadere 
cos fa retta dattrina che da Chicsa co fe State samo ilue distimte sucreta per- 
fette, andrebbe errato”). 

wThe reader may, however, welcome tis hwid explavative ut what ts 
meant when it is said that the state is a “naturcl society: “rn to whieh 
an inescapable need of their uature impels men, se thar, cheagh the estab- 
lishtoent of these ar those states, with this or that form, is leit to tlicir free 
decision, men are not free as to whether te live ar not to Hve ina state at all." 


ay, come tileyagind 


ANU STATE Ali 


sharerieis 


quite fireral truth’? choy tre citrs 
isa “resounding generality, 

After applying the social prineiple 
darity to the society which is the otitec 
deals with a topic of speci? intersst le as. the double aspect cf thy 
stare.*8 As anist be realized fy tia, # : 
as does the new sehul--with “a set al ihetinioais” aid ie Tike + 
On the other hand, lie dues now deny what the wey Uke Taney 


aspect, institution or “set nf tistitutiias” bis heped that the tet 
pant this perm 


al substliacity: aid of sefi- 
Frow Nell-Rreniive then 


sis Ler @cpusity Ce 


lowing sununary will nor du uypustiee tin libs dion 
ins beaten era 


Up to the present stage, our atithur says, Pre stits 
sidered chiefly ay (tit which it is civst of all ant esseritially ya 
society or comuuumily of persons, Phere is, Qowever, aicther aspert 
to the state. “Phe state exhibits a clouble aspect, iasnfay as avery 
state is both ‘Dersauengemeinsciall,” cocmimuily ed Persous, itd 
“Anstalt,” mstifution: two sides of qi aid the acme stale 

ve Nell- 


y 5 fu 


TRefore discussing the latter aspest of the stare, ltr 
Breuning first enlarges on the stale us comununity af parse 
So considered, the state again exhibits a twotold aspect, tusafar as 


WCE J. Gienechea, ap. ci, 1, 6f; Ho Rommen. “The State te Cusielic 
Thought," St. Louis: Herder, 1945, p. Sot. 

26 The assertion hecomes, of a sudden, a “resounding gencrality’ by 
the magic of the uew sehiout's distancia Getweeun berly poltic auc stiere, ue, 
what amounts te the same thing, by the new school's miigisterial reservation 
of the terin “state” for “'a set of justitetions’; and after this scholarly leget- 
transiormed the state jute an abstract entity, the challange 
car then be red: 0. in what sense are the institations af the Presé- 
dency, the Congress, and the Supreme Court ‘creatures of God?” Ch ARR, 
CXKIV, 5 (May, 1951), 330, nate 6, last paragraph, and 464, note 24, 

21 The resounding phrase, “resounling generality,” is by now a familar 
One jn literature of che new selinel. It has been appiterl, for tance. to the 
dictum Uhat “Error has ao rights’; Leo XIII aml Pius NUL it woul then 
appear, indulged in “resounding genorafitivs.” 

BWP, IL, 4-7. SUMP, LL, 7-10, 

24Ci also J, Messner, Social Etiiey (ccanslated irom the German hy J. 
Doherty). St. Louis: Harder, 1949, p. 492 

23 


? 


demain has th 


As te emphasizes elhewhere, BMH, 1 15. 
ction of uurelatedt itelividuals, but 
and cuunvaniies within the state, 
idua) pevsuus tae canetheless imusesti- 


24 Understood, of cetivse, not as a 
as coalescing from the maniigld soe: 
in such wise, however, that the inddiy 
ately members uf the state; HP, IL, 


Pe ye es : 


AI > 
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it is, first of ali, a “Genossenschaitsverband,” then again. “Hers- 
schaftsverhand.”" In the first instance, the state presents itself tu us 
as a union of free selves, a fellowship of freely cojiaburating per- 
sous, cocxteusive with alt the members ol the state, These are the 
bearers of the lite af the state; they stand responsitie for eack 
other and for the whole; it is im their free and responsible co- 
operation in the connor tasks that the genuine lie of 2 stare con- 
3] This side of the state funds expression iu the ecnicivusness: 
"We are the state.” But the state ts also a “Herrschaitsverhaned, 
which wishes to convey that ft is also a tution of persoms subject to 
authority. Fur, sinee the state is charger! witlr establishing and 
maintaining the juridical order, tt natst anch clous have authority 
ald power to command, aud at need compel, the citizen whence 
these, though they are the sole subjects or bearers of the life of the 
state, ure nonetheless at the same time abjects nf the power of the 
stale, Le. “subjects,"—and this even in the nuist perfect demmratic 
Slate imaginable. 

Bui while the state is Arst of all and essentially a comunity af 
persons, tt also has its “institutional” side: it is “Anstalt.” Indeed, 
says Fr, v. Neil-Breuning, the institutional aspect of the state has, 
in madern times, taken on such propurtions that it has ainiost 
vhscured the state as a community of persons; so much so that, ar 
mention of the word "state," the majority think only of the imper- 
sonal apparatus of the state, ils offices. lnireaus, institutions, rather 
than of the fact; “We are the state.” 

Throughout this section Fr. v, Nell-Breuning insists on the para- 
mount importance af a proper balance between these various 
aspects of the state: between the two aspects proper to the state as 
a community of persons, and again between the state considered as 
a commuity of persons and the state cousidered as institution. 
This impurtance he illustrates from the cdoteful lessons of the past*s 
(he, too, 1s alert to the affinmations of history). Indeed, it ts a 
lesson of the quite recent past (Natinmal Socialism) which inspires 
his conciasion: “More forcefully than any secin- or pobitico-philo- 
sophical reflection does this experience make ir clear te us: com 
munity of persons and instilutionality—or in other words--state 


27 Whence the state is “Reehts--uad Macltarganization”; on this cf. 
also BHP, II, 23, 
PACE also BHP, V/1, 21), f. 
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stalt) are an indissoluble wiity, form tle one and indivisitife state." 

Much else in Fr. ¥. Nell-Breuning's teaching on the state 
clamors tor mention here, as ¢.g.. lis revliness to view the state as 
“moral persen.”*9 By now, however, enuugh has been sail ta 


a 
show that, when this moderne authority tales xbout the stare, he is 


content to use the terms which have long been ia hone in Catholic 
circles, and which are einpiover by the couservative schanl vi 
thought on Church-state reiuigns. it remains for us to suggest. 
briefly, that his accord with the lanter schooi extends even furtier, 
to the very subject of Cluireti-stite relations, 


Tui Lav Stati 


In his review of Parts [-FV af whe Seiiedge, Dr. Ronmimen re- 
marked upon the abseuce af any ¢reuimeue or the topic of relabiens 
hetween Church anf state. ark! expressed the hope dhat a Jater con- 
tribution would cover the subject. There are, however, in those 
first portions ai the lexicon, many passages, in a wrtety Of con- 
texts, which already reveal niuch of Pr. vy. Nell-Breuning’s Cough 


on Church-state relations 8° and, fi any case, the article desired 


by Dr, Rommen appears to be now at hand, in the most recently 


published (1951) portion of the #eitraye, wherein Fr. v. Netl- 


Breuning treats of “Laicisin.”*! What interests ts most is his 


position on the question of the “Catholic” state, Che following sam 
mary will show hina te hold that, per se. the state shoulkl he 2 
“Catholic state, ie., should, for exemple, acknowledge the Catho- 
lic Charch to be what it claims te be and is, the Church estabtishest 
hy Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

This conviction of his is already insinuated tn bis ciseussion of 
the “Christian State," where, auong ovier Qungs, le encleavors 
to determine the notion of a truly “Cathrdie” state (batiradischer 
Glanbcnssteat), This, our author says, is one whose citizens profess 
the Catholic faith, and whose entire activity has as its nora: the 
mora! values proper to the Catholic faith and Catholic philosophy : 


MCE BWP, TE, 25-26. 

4 Ct, wy. the various materials in the course et BFR. L122 19. 9, 17-24, 
121-26; It, 8-1, 182-83. : 

1 "Latzismus.” BHP, V1, 189-98 

a2 BWP, II, 20-21. 
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a state wlach, acknowledging the truth of the Chuvsh’s claims of 
divine origin and mission, accepts the Church's teaching on and 
interpretation of the natural osoral daw fe... 26 regards ihe indis- 
solubility af marriage, the unborn child's rigar tu file. ele. j sa state 
which when 1$ undertakings and instiutiasts require the minisera- 
tions OF religion, e. g.. for the spiritual welfare ot convicts, seeks 
these from the Cathotic Church.?# 

Alf this is what is meant wheu itis stu) raat the Catholic relyion 
is the “religion of the state”’ Where the iderlying snppasition is 
net verified, Be, where the members of the state ave not truly 
united in the Catholic faink, den, roy. Nell-Hreuning agrees, 
“Cuiholic” state is impossible, and the declaration of the Cathalir 
rehgian as the religion of the state can then acer ie aire then 
this, that the Catholic religion is to enjey the prozectiin ai the state 
and a more or less privilegect position. 

Does Ur. v. Nels-Breuning hold that, per sc. it is a matter of 
religious obligation that the state be trnly a “Cathwtic™ state. in the 
sense described above? Tf is tind on this point is not already 
evident enough from the foregoing, it is unmistakably revealed in 
the course of his article on ‘aicism,"4* There he comes to discuss 
the distinction urged by some French Catholics and others, between | 
the "état laique” and the ‘état Jaitciste.’" The former, which way be 

| 
i} 


ternicd the “lay state’—in opposition to the “faicist state,” is de- 
fendect by these Catholics as compatible with, and even required 
by, Catholic principtes an Church and state, espeviaily as laid 
down by Feo XUH. 


Fr. v. Nell-Breuning finds nothing false in the doctrine of a “lay 


state” insofar as it wishes to be an affirmation of the distinction : 
between Church and state, and of the state’s aulonumy in its own ' 
sphere—-fort this is pure L.eonine doctrine. But. we are alse given te ! 


understand, it is not ihe leonine share of Leonine doctrine. The 
theury of the “lay state” cortains “oaly ialr af ihe Cathotic teach- 
ing on Church-state relations, as develaped by Ten NJtf; and so, 
hy its inatteution to the other and at feast eqynafly imnortant hail, 


WY. also BVP, If. 19. where it ts remarked that, fur ils exureise of 
divine worship, the state js dependent on the Church. 


3 BWP, Vi, 189-98. 


l 
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it ig always in danger of degenerating file a hatfamab. ail oi 

gliding over into the laivigin oF the laicist 
This other half nf tin feued at Tea NIT, overluniced De the 

theory of the “tay siate”” and refeciesd | e le 

the “laicist state," is tien sketched tw -Hrea 

the following fines. Just as the individaal bony being, so tar is the 

state bound hy God's mearet kiw: the Clarch iz the divinely ap- 


pointed teacher an interprerer af this aietal law, whine te 
binding on everysmie. 


theary ar in 


. tere 


and interpretations terenf are, rherelure, 
including ihe state—and, indeed, rar principle and without excep- 


tian, every state. Just as the ineividual huss being, so tan is the 
1S cd oni a supernaural last encl. 


State, in the Anat anal pris. 


Whether the state kanives GF cine’ ne ! 
the supernaiural order, cies net aller dle objective fter, auy mire 


than the ineulpahle or culpabie unbelief of the ielividual Purina 
vuiusi. Finally. notwith. 


1S Tehstan i 


changes anything in his supernatural du: 
standing the clean-cut distinetion between Church and state, they 
have manifold relations with each orher. Since, in the final analysis, 
there is only one Jast end, to be served by the Church inmediately 
and by the stale mediately, it is incumbent upon the two toe promote 
and assist each other. in view of the fact that they have, ultimately, 
a common last end. The Church nears that it has a responsibility 
for the well-being of the stale, a responsibility to be discharged by 


assistance, tint by interference; at the sme time, the Church also 
knows that its own well-hetag is a respearsibility of the state.” 


Guided by this papal teaching, Fr. v. Nell-Breuning takes his 


stand with the conservative school of thought on Churech-state 
Telations when, speaking on principle. he says: “That state alone 
does justice to the Church, which recognizes and acknowledges the 
Church for what it is, the foundation of fesus Christ, the Son of 
God: but such a stare would be a Catholic state (Fatholischer 
Glathensstaat) 97 

Qur sketchy review of Fro y. 
Church: state. telations ends here. By reporting the teaching of this 
wowas intended Im sag 


Nell-Bresunng'’s thought nn 


emunent authority on the subject, the revte 
gest that an uncritical acceptance of the newer theories. as though 


AB fhtd,, 194, 
30 firid,, 194-195, 
4? fhid,, 195, 
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the older thesis were quite obsolete and almindouel, would be 
precipitate and amwise. The couservative teaching is still very much 
alive, and is being ably represented and desencdled fy suck other 
European authorities as Fro A. Messineo, 3 
on the staff of the Roma Jesuit organ. La 
hy Pr. I. Guerrero, S.f., editor of the Spanish fesuit publivation, 
Rusdn vy Fe™ While the inention of these 
writers on Church quid state may strike a nen 
where in the new seheol, we cefer to theta in the belief that there 


Jiologiwal expert 
tz 7 oT 


Catladicg 3 


Hust ancl Ttadsan 


wie pervs suitie- 


aire others who can read Latins without tears. 


(anorneg Wo Saka 
fuuncdeuinte Coaceptan Seuiuary 
Dartington, NF, 


43 Of Ins several articles in the course of 1950 andl the first hate of 18l, 
sve cnentea but two: “Demoecrazia e lity Crevitd Cattoltce. 
CU, Vol. TF {Aprit 20, 951), 126-373 “Democrazia e daivismu detia Stato." 
La Ciattd Cattolica, CH, Vul. I) (June 16, 1951}, 588 06 

a6 Again we mention but two of many articles; "Tas Conversaciones Cato- 
licas de San Schastian,” Ruzdu y Fe, December, 1¥49, pp. 398-418 (seu espe- 
cially pp. 412-16); "E) Estado [aicu como idea) cristianu.” Aesdn oy F 
November, 1956, pp, 341-54 


THE PREACDING OF Sacren ScutrurE 


Let priests, therefore, who are bound by their office to procure 
the eternal salvation of the faithfal, after they have themselves by diti- 
gent study pertsed the sacred pages and made them their own by prayer 
aad meditations, assittueusly distribute the heavenly treasures of the 
divine word by sermons. homilies and exhortations; let them confirm the 
Christian ¢doetrine by sentences fran die Sacred Borks and illustrate 
it by outstanding examples frony sacred! history and ia parctteukur from 
the Gospel of Christ Our Lord; wut--avoiding with the grentest care 
those purely arbitrary and far-ferched aapterians, which are not a 
use hut rather an abuse of the divine word—let cheur set forth alt thes 
with such eloquence, Iicicity anit clearness thot phe Ruithaful aety rer 
ouly be moved and intaniect to reform theie ives, but may also conceive 
in their hearts the greatest veneration for the Sacred Scripture. 


-—Pope Pius RIL in Disae aftente Spiritu, Sept. 30, 1943 (Rene and 
the Study af Scripture [St. Meturad, bad. 146)). pp. iG2 £. 


: ‘PROLONGED FASTING AND THERESA NEUMANN 


The recent boak by Miss Tilda Graef,! arguing strongly against 
the supernatural character of “the case of Theresa Neumann.” 


evoked widespread and [ively comment. Some ol the comment h 
fs conelostons; naire of it 


beet sharply opposed to Miss Grav 
been in general agreement with her outlook, Wile in oigiit seert 
la stage where nerhing 
an, there is at feast ome 


that the case has, far the fime heuig, reavin 
can be seitlect merely hy further discu 
point that dues merit crusicderalion. Not oniv is it, in many respects, 
the crucial point in the particular case of Theresa Neumann: if is 


alsoa point which is of wirler interest than her particular case and 
has more than a little apuopetical significance. It is the question of 
prolonged complete fasting, someties technically called iyedia 

As is generally well known, il is elated of Theresa Nema 
that she has heen living for years without eating or drinking. More 
exactly the claim is thal since August, 1926, she lias taken no 
nourishment of any kind, excepting onty Holy Communion. Fram 
August, 1926, to September, 1927, she tool iu liquid other than a 
few drops of water after Comuninion to help her swallow the host, 
and since Sepiember, 1927, she is said ta have taken ag water or 
liquid at ali. 

Questioning the sepernataral character of Theresa's East, Miss 
Graeé proposes two main alternatives, The frst is that the fast is 
not even a reality. In defending this possibility, Miss Graef can- 
tends that it weukl not necessirily invelye deliberate fraud on 
Theresa's part, that Theresa might be taking some nourishment 
while in a somnambulant state and therefore without herself being 
aware of it? Miss Graef does nevertheless quate, presumably with 
appreval, the opinion of another aathor that Theresa might be en- 
gaging in deliberate, though well-intentiuned, fraud, a “ptrits 
fraud." 

The other main aliernative proposed by 
Theresa’. fast, even though real, is unt beyond the powers of 


Miss Gract is that 


Ubhe Case ef Therese Neumann (Westivinster, Maryland. The Newnan 


Press, T9351). 


2 fiid., p. $1, 3 bid, pp. 63 7. 
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